
Each month till September, 
we’re looking at one way of 
nurturing generosity and 
one way of enabling giving. 
This month it’s demonstrating 
Need and Embedding 
generosity into church life. 
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Welcome to the third Generosity Week newsletter of 2024.  
Generosity Week is an opportunity to consider how a church can 
grow a spirit of generosity and enable giving.  The national week 
runs from 29 September, but if those dates are busy, have a 
Generosity Week at any time that suits you. 

What do I do?
•	 Have a Generous Church Review, to give 			 

yourself a starting point
•	 Plan two Sundays’ worth of services, one on 			 

gratitude and one on generosity
•	 Looking at your church and its interests, pick 			 

one or two other activities from the 				  
Generosity Week website.

Everything you need is here or click on 
the link at the bottom of the page: 
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29 September - 6 October 2024

N E E D
Be confident! We can’t improve on this quote from 
Rev Dr Sam Wells, vicar of St Martin in the Fields, 
London: “If you don’t give because no one’s ever asked 
you, I’m asking you now. If you don’t give regularly 	
because you’ve never got round to it, I’m saying today’s 
the day. If you don’t give much because you think St 
Martin’s doesn’t need it, I’m telling you that it does. If 
you don’t give a lot because you don’t have a lot, I’m 
saying your giving something is an example to everyone 
else. If you don’t give more because no one’s ever said 
thank you, I’m thanking you right now. If you already give 
until the pips squeak, I’m saying that’s wonderful, and 
nudge the person next to you to do the same.” 

FOOD BANK

Contact: giving@churchofengland.org
Generosity Week Resources for Churches | The Church of England

N E W  R E S O U RC E S
The Diocese of Blackburn has 	
produced a children’s activity called 
Building the Church Together, 
using those all-time favourites, Lego 
and chocolate. 
The Parish Giving Scheme encourages regular 
giving which people can increase with inflation every year if 
they wish. And Gift Aid is paid automatically back to the church 
every month. Completely free for the church and the giver. 
Click here for info on launching PGS during Generosity Week. 

E M B E D D I N G
G E N E RO S I T Y
You may want to follow a programme like 
Simpler Giving for smaller churches, or Giving 
in Grace. But even if you don’t have anything so 
formal, it’s worth thinking about how to keep 

the topic front of mind – maybe it’s making sure at least one 
intercession in a service is about thankfulness or generosity; 
or the notice sheet celebrates acts of generosity by church 
members. Perhaps you have a quarterly sermon, or an 	
occasional homegroup series. When you’re planning anything 
out of the ordinary, as well as thinking about catering, 
toilets and parking, consider how you’ll facilitate and 
celebrate generosity. 

Do people ever ask you how central funding works? These leaflets are helpful.......
Church of England Factsheet and The Impact of Funding

Church Commissioners supporting the Church of England

The ChurchCommissioners hope to 
be able to maintain this level 

of funding over the next six years, 
subject to investment performance 

and market fluctuations, which 
would help the Church  to plan for the medium  and long term.

In 2022, we announced 
that our funding for the next 
triennium (2023-2025) will  increase by 30% 

– helping to revitalise our parishes  
and worshipping communities, and 
to support and develop ministry, 

especially with young people and 
disadvantaged communities.

These funding distributions will account for approximately 20% of Church funding.

The Church Commissioners  for England intend  to distribute £1.2bn between 2023 and 2025.

2023–25

2020–22

Core 

Strategic (ongoing)

Historical  (including Pensions)

Transformational (time-limited)

Increased funding distributions for 2023–2025

£383m

£45m

£353m

£156m

£226m

£426m

£140m

£417m

FUNDING FOR THE CHURCH
Church Commissioners supporting the Church of England

THE IMPACT OF OUR FUNDING

The funding provided by  

the Church Commissioners  

and distributed via the 

Archbishops’ Council has  

a transformative impact, touching 

lives within and outside of the Church, 

supporting both ongoing ministry and 

one-off projects, in rural and urban 

areas throughout England. 

Funding for frontline ministry

 
The Archbishops’ Council used part  

of the Additional Distributions made 

available in the 2020-22 triennium to  

grow ordained vocations. The increase in 

stipendiary clergy was one of the ambitions of 

Renewal and Reform and will help reverse a previous 

decline in numbers. The support is proportionately 

higher for those dioceses that need it most. 

The Ministry Experience Scheme (MES) is one of  

the ways in which the Church encourages vocations 

among younger people. This one-year scheme offers 

young people from a wide variety of backgrounds  

the opportunity to discover their calling, combining 

work in parish ministry with theological studies. The 

majority of the MES participants go on placements in 

low-income parishes, focusing energy and resources 

in the areas of greatest need. More than 100 

participants out of a total of 500 (since 2013) went  

on to train for ordained ministry, and 75% of all 

participants said they would embark on further 

discernment and training in ministry. 

The long-term performance 

of the Church’s endowment 

fund enables long-term 

sustainable financial support for 

the Church’s ministry. This funding 

provides around 1/6 of the total 

annual running costs of the 

Church of England.

Please see ‘Funding 

for the Church’ for more 

information on what we  

fund and how we determine 

the maximum amount  

of funding we can provide 

sustainably.

Please see  

‘How we invest’  

for more information 

on how we manage 

the fund. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/building-generous-church/generosity-resources/generosity-week/generosity-week-resources
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/building-generous-church/generosity-resources/generosity-week/generosity-week-resources
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2024-08/building-the-church-together.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2024-08/generosity-week-launch-guide-for-pccs-2024.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/CofE_Factsheet4_FINAL.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2022-07/factsheet-3-the-impact-of-funding-final-003.pdf

