VOLUNTEER - INDEPENDENT CHAIRPERSON

DIOCESAN SAFEGUARDING ADVISORY PANEL 
 
Job Description 
PURPOSE 
To act as the Independent Chair of the Diocesan Safeguarding Advisory Panel (DSAP) in accordance with its current Constitution and Terms of Reference, the purpose of which is to provide strategic support and guidance to the Diocesan Bishop and diocesan staff operationally engaged in the management and delivery of Safeguarding work. The Chair will initially be appointed for 3 years, with a time commitment of 8-10 days per year.

REPORTING TO 
The Bishop of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich, or their nominated deputy. 

KEY CONNECTIONS 

· Diocesan Secretary
· Diocesan Safeguarding Officer
· Members of the Panel 
· Senior staff in partner statutory agencies; Suffolk Police, Suffolk County Council Children’s Services and Adult & Community Services. 
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KEY TASKS 
1 To chair the quarterly meetings of the Panel. 
2 To chair occasional extraordinary meetings of the Panel, as sometimes required in reviewing serious cases or undertaking critical risk assessments. 
3 To agree in advance the agendas and review the papers for any such meeting in consultation with the Diocesan Safeguarding Officer. 
4 To keep up to date with changes in the safeguarding landscape and work with the Diocesan Safeguarding Officer and members of DSAP to ensure changes are implemented, achieving best value with the resources available. 
5 To ensure the Diocese makes best endeavours to fulfil its responsibilities in accordance with the outcome of any audits or inquiries. 
6 To ensure DSAP reports annually to the Bishop’s Council via the Diocesan Safeguarding Officer. 
7 To be an advocate for the Church of England in Suffolk’s safeguarding work. 
 
The post holder will ideally have an understanding of the Church of England and may need to fulfil other occasional duties in support of the Diocesan Bishop and the Diocesan Safeguarding Officer as from time to time negotiated. 
All expenses incurred in fulfilling this position can be reclaimed from the St Edmundsbury and Ipswich Diocesan Board of Finance. 
The appointment of this post is subject to Safeguarding checks and references. 
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